LEGEND 45DS

egend (Hunter Boats in the
USA) has been building
boats for 35 years and
pioneered the famous
B&R backstay-less rig. For serious
ocean cruising it has introduced
a range of long legged cruisers,
including the Legend 41DS,
45D8, 45CC and 50. DS (Deck
Saloon) cruisers are becoming
increasingly popular, because
they offer warm, dry watches,
good all round views both at
sea and at anchor, and plenty
of natural light and ventilation,
However, though she carries the
DS mark, the Legend 45D8
doesnt actually have a particularly
raised saloon. To my mind boats
such as the Moody 45DS deserve
the label, because they have a
deck-level saloon. Similarly, the
Southerly 42RS and 46RS, which
Northshore brands as ‘Raised
Saloon’ vessels. Most understand
a deck saloon as one in which
you can see out of the main cabin
windows when seated at the table.

Like the majority of modern
yachts over 40ft, the L45DS
has twin wheels that allow
the helmsman a better view
ahead and leave an uncluttered
passageway aft to the transom.

Another Legend trademark, the
cockpit arch, keeps the mainsheet
well out of harm’s way and makes
it adjustable from the helm.

Her hull is well proportioned
with a pleasant sheer and a
slightly raked stem. Although
her topsides are quite high,
her coachroof blends into the
superstructure well and she
doesn’t look overly top heavy.

She has a reasonably fine bow
that rapidly widens to a broad
beam amidships that is carried a
long way aft. Underwater she is
relatively shallow from amidships
aft with her tight bilge turns
increasing her form stability and
maximising her internal volume.
Keels are cast iron and a winged,
shoal keel option helps those for
whom draught is critical.
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Accommodation

7 Her fo n has an offset,
2.05m/6ft 9in long double
berth, tapering from 1.35m/4ft
6in to 0.75m/2ft 6in with
drawers under. The mattress

is comfortably sprung. There

is a tall hanging locker and a
sink opposite, while the shower
and toilet are in a separate,
GRP lined compartment in

the forepeak. Headroom is
1.87m/6ft 2in.

2 She has a good size
navigation station, although the
at could do with cushioning,

There’s plenty of room for
instruments, b nd charts
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and a comprehensive switch
panel with useful gauges.
& Below, she has a huge galley
equipped to the standard of a
modern apartment with loads of
stowage. Corian worktops, hot
water, twin sinks, gimballed gas
cooker/oven, microwave, front-
opening fridge, top loading cool
box, gash bin and self-draining
iy locker are all standard.
£L She can be ordered with one
large owner’s suite aft or two
identical, smaller double cabins.
Both versions have two heads
nsuite in the former.
The owner’s model we reviewed
has a substantial island berth
(2.05m/6ft 9in L x 1.5
W) with
sides and sprung
mattress. It is
surrounded by
lockers, a dresser

and an armchair. Headroom is
good, even above the berth and
four opening ports keep it bri
and fresh.

& Her saloon, though not
raised, is spacious, bright and
comfortable and has room to
seat at least six at the table

— cight if you add the optional
leaf to reach the opposite
Although she

does have

three small

hatches and

two portlights,

I would prefer

the windows

forward

to open

rather than

rely on air-

ditioning.

C 0 >
& The table
top drops

onto shorter legs to provi
additional double berth and
there is some stowage in settee
bins. The cushions shapes don't
match the lids, though, so you
end up removing several to access
one bin. Batteries and water
tanks are under the sole and her
deep bilge sump has a manual
and two electric bilge pumps.







