BOAT REVIEW

By John Kerr
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IF YOU WANT a boat with a solid value
proposition - that makes boating afford-
able and easy - then the Hunter 31 is
your boat. Replacing the 306 and
designed by Glenn Henderson and the
Hunter team, Hunter has, yet again,
found a way to combine all the impor-
tant attributes of easy sailing characteris-
tics, solid value and wonderful features
above and below decks. By using the lat-
est in technology and smaller and lighter
components, the Hunter has created a
boat that's forgiving but still offers great
performance credentials.

The high ballast ratio and low aspect
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sail plan allow this boat to stay on her
feet in a breeze and cruise wonderfully in
light to medium air - a testament to its
new lighter weight construction and fit-
tings combined with its unique hull
shape including the bow.

With its ‘now classic’ overhead cockpit
arch or ‘roll bar’ (as I nickname it), the
cockpit boasts a wide open space, perfect
for any family and or couples cruising on
the weekend. Featuring a Lewmar direct
drive steering system (standard), I might
opt for the folding wheel option. An easy
access aft life line allows one to step to
the neatly integrated swim shelf where
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SPECIFICATIONS

Length Overall 30'10"/9.39m
Hull Length 30'0"/9.14 m
Waterline Length 28'1"/8.55m
Beam 11'1"/3.38m
Draft — Shoal 3'11"/1.19 m
Draft — Deep 5'6"/1.68 m
Displacement — Shoal 8,505 Ibs./3,858 kg
Fuel Capacity 20 gal./75.7 L
Water Capacity 50 gal./189.3 L
Holding Tank Capacity 20gal./75.7L
Water Heater 5qal./189L

boarding an inflatable would be easy. Aft,
too, there is a hot/cold transom shower.
With its classic B&R rig, there are no
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backstay issues providing a nice open
feel. Lines are lead aft and trimming the
jib and main are easily accomplished
with the more than adequate mainsheet
purchase system and the two #16 winch-
es. The controls for the main traveller as
well are out of the way on the roll bar but
a snap to use in any condition.

Wide open, non-skid decks give me
the sense of a boat much larger and for-
ward the anchor locker is more than ade-
quate for a boat this size. While the cynic
in me though it might be an attempt to
take weight out of the ends I sense too it’s
an effort by Hunter to focus on those lit-
tle details that can make the cruising
experience that much easier. There is tons
of good lying about space here unencum-
bered by badly positioned fitting; there is
more than enough space to walk forward
feeling safe because of the double life-
lines and handrails.

The rig is dependent on the well-
known Selden spar that supports the
large roach mainsail that comes complete
with an effective flaking system, dual sin-
gle line reefing and standard jib furling
system.

Below the interior is wonderful. Neat
aspects include a nice wide entry, easy
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engine access (when needed) and a won-
derful thru-hull array where all the thru-
hull fittings are located at the bottom of
the non-slip covered stairs. New designer
fabrics are used throughout and an
Everware® laminate teak and holly cabin

The cockpit boasts a wide open space, perfect for any
family and/or couples cruising on the weekend.

sole known for its durability and easy
maintenance is used (now standard in
many Hunter boats).

The standard L-shaped galley to star-

Wireless
RF Remote Control

« Extra wirghyss Folbv's wakanh
* Hoals

ANCHOR WITH CONFIDENCE

» Allows wireless ramote speration {UaDawn) of sy Leermar
O Spiot Lawrenca (Solnon ewikzhad) Wied ass
« Kit ncdudes ong sozhiss Fob and ore 3206 v

= Encryslion prevants fakes biggecing froes ofber davics

L.LEWVWMAR

N Farymed soh pos Ircegencas) Matre Dapke
ind ot Fasrers al aww peymenrTire 2an

V-Series

Anchor Windlasses
* Fast o spols

* Fasf e myuppead far sy instalztion

« St 5% 100% 316 Staielecs Sal deck it
* feiabie in € sims

* Barked by 2 5 yvar warsaly,

Canadian Yachting

25



HUNTER 31

board offers up a neat icebox, a two-
burner stove and Corian countertops
with tons of space to both work and
store; there is more than enough space to
allow for larger refrigeration, stove and
even microwave. None of these additions
would look out of place - the galley

design can accommodate most anything.

Another neat touch below is the navi-
gation station, a feature that might have
been compromised in this mid-size
model, but one that offers a good work
space and easy assess to radios and elec-
trical panels. In the main cabin, there is a
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The standard L-shaped galley to starboard offers up a
neat icebox, a two-burner stove and Corian countertops
with tons of space to both work and store.

wonderful teak table that easily seats six
with its fold-up leaf; when down, there is
more than enough space to travel to the
forward cabin. Its bright interior is a result
of numerous deck lights and hatches.

The forward cabin is a big surprise
presenting like it belongs in a 35+ footer
- achieved by adjusting the forward hull
shape. A nice deck hatch provides tons of
light. Storage abounds and there is even a

BEHIND EVERY
GREAT MAN
IS A WOMAN
(AND A WHACK
OF INVENTORY).

We hate to blow our own horn, (we do have over 20
varieties of them) but The Binnacle has what you need,
when you need if, with excellent service and competitive prices.
Plus, at binnacle.com you'll get free shipping on most
online orders over $99! So, if you're looking for a world-class
selection of VHF radios, GPS charfplotters, safety equipment,

foul weather gear, or a litle something for your favourite gal,

look no further... toot! toot!
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15 PURCELL'S COVE ROAD HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA
1.800.665.6464 www.binnacle.com
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HUNTER 31

The navigation station offers a good work space and
easy assess to radios and electrical panels. ley has a fully enclosed head with vanity an excellent value proposition and per-
and shower. Water capacity is not limited ~ fect comfort cruising, *

cedar-lined hanging locker to port. Aft, at all, boasting a 50-gallon freshwater

the private cabin also provides more than  tank capacity buffered by its five-gallon OTHEB NS|OD ELS
enough space and comfort. water heater. - 3rl11|s-er36e n-es38
A single head to port opposite the gal- Allin all, this is a great boat that offers www.huntermarine.com
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