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ROOMY INTERIOR AND
EASILY HANDLED RIG ARE
ATTRACTIONS OF THIS
FAMILY CRUISER, BY
VANESSA DUDLEY

HE US yacht bullder Hunter Marine

produces a runge of boats which are

instantly identi f iable as they sai l  b;.

due to features like pronounced

rubrails around the gunwales and relatlvely

large mainsails/small headsails, on rigs with

very long, sweptback spreaders.
These features are aimed at making the

boats more easily handied by novice sailors,

couples saillng short-handed, and families

with young chlidren. They are combined

with interiors that employ innovative

features to provide the maximum living

space and amenities for the available volume.

Hunter Marine has looked beYond

traditional sailboat aesthetics and the

resulting interiors can seem more akin io

modern cara\ans than yachts. whlch might

offend the purists but is less likely to jar on

newcomers to sailing who are looking for a

boat they can sail, cruise and purchase

wrthout breaking Lhe bank.

Pocket cruisel
The Hunter 27 occupies something of a

crossover zone between the big end of the

trailerable yacht scene and the smailer

keelboat market. Hunter Marine calls the

boat a "pocket cruiser".
This model has been on the market for

several years now and the one we sailed was

the l2th landed in Australia by the Hunter

distributor US Yachts and the Sydney-based

Hallett Boat Brokers, which handles the

smaller boats in the Hunter range. The 27 is

built in Florida and has proven a popular

model in the US domestic market, with

hundreds sold.
Andrew Wiggington of Hallett Boat Brokers

says the boat's appeal has been to couples

wrth young kids, and to retirees in their 50s

and 60s who don't want the complications of

a bigger boat. At a time when production
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yachts have been gert ing bigger and more

expensive, Hunter says it was hearing from

many customers who wanted a mid-sized

boat at. a more affordable pnce.

The companys designers. Ied by Clenn

Henderson wlth input from Hunler founder

and chairman Warren Luhrs. said they set

out ro design a 2TJoorer with a big-boat

feel and look that was also easy handling and

exceptionally forgMng."
The result is a high-sided but modern-

looking yacht wrth a plumb stem, long

waterline, broad beam and high freeboard.

It is set up with Hunter's standard B&R rig,
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which relies on long aft-swept spreaders to

tr iangulate the loads and support the r ig

without the need for a backstay One of the

advanlages of this is an uncluttered transom

and the ability to set up an optional bimini

as seen on the test boat.
Inciuded in the standard package is a

dacron slab-reefing mainsail and roller-

furling headsail.

Lots of room below decks
Down below there is a surprisingly large

saloon with seating for six adults around a

centrai table. There is a forward double vee-


