BOAT REVIEW

| GET THE BOAT'S NAME...it is leading
edge. but where, vou ask, is it leading?
Mhis boat Is a hybrid spon boat, cmiser
clivy salor, wallerboat 1's pot some neay
features dcross all platforms (hat give Tt
the vasy 1o use Edge moniker

Hunter has done-a lot o get peaple
into boats; the Edge is another indicatlon
that they are continually looking ahead
Chne senses. that Humer (3 divesion of
Luhes) andd its eolleagues are challenging
the status quo, Who would ever think a
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satlbom company would offer a power
hoat hvlrid. Well, it has and it's hit the
mark with the Fdpe

s a concept that has been around
for o while, but cleardy integrating the
pover component, the tmiler-ability and
solid sail pedormance into ‘one package
is hard 10 do The Hunter team has
thoughe it through as evidenced from
the unique hull shape that allows won
derful planing under power and solid

sailing characieristics

Movembes JIMME

| riginally saw the boat a1 the Huonwe
plant and had a first hand look at it being
assembled and prepped for shipping The
next time was in Midland when the tsam
from Quiet Waters in Wanbashen
brought it into town for a sail. On the
trailer, vou are immediately drawn o the
large black, side windows and theis
unicue shiape. s 2 big boat and the inte:
ror volume & evident right away
length and wide bearm at 8'4° weinforey

thie ITTIPIESSI0 | was obviously cunous
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SPECIFICATIONS

Length wiMotaor 2B T
Hulll Lengtsy 4B m
Viatmline Lengih HWIIITm
Fipam 28" Sk
Dt — Centerbostd Up P61 46 m
[raft - Cepterbogand Down SR m
Disparaemient w/Baltsst 5,540 (ks /3570 ky
Toiwitsg Welght** 4.9201b5./2.332 kg
Balfast — Water 1,600 fbs. /736 kq
heast Helghe = From Waterine 3271"10.08:m
Sall Area — Aetual 1331t sn. /3054 m s
Headriam 50¢1 88 m
Ful Capacity fgal iy L
Water Capacity 14 gabms L
Holding Tank Capacity —Optional 12 gal 541
Outboard Engine Max HP 75 HIS5.5 KW

about how it would sail and how they
could combine the dynamics of power
amid sail together

Arriving at the laundy ramp, 1 found
the boat already to go. The crew wok less
than 200 minutes o rig using thee gin p-uh:
and mainsheet rig provided. Launching
the boat was a dream; the wide aft section
provided more than enough buoyancy to
keep the [Tech engine high. | thoughi
the stern heavy engine might cause an
[ssue, but it elearty did not

Cetting onboard was easy, accessing
the cockpit from the vansom step. | was
surpnised how large the cockpit iswas,
especially as we had a crew of five. The
cockpit henefits from the wide beam and
easily accommodated us, however the
optional transom seats were a nice touch.
The wide open declks with the customary
lead back controls gave the boat a ¢lean
look above deckis 1 loved 1o see the Tack
Mick wireless elecronic solar powered
display w pon. A smuall chart ploner
could easily be installed 1o starboand on
the bulkhead for longer cruises

The boat can be easilv accessonzed
with & bimini, cockpit table and the like
A roller furing system, sail cover and
siem tail sears are where we would start,
follwed by a masthead wind indicator, a
portable stove, and probably a seconl
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Beliw the beat war lange ard imctienal with impressive headroon, The knnerior i wel dane wirh 2 plce douch of

ool warrming (i e erakiig Hhe boat feed hinger

battery

Below the boat was large and func-
tional with impressive headroom The
interior is well done with a nice touch of
wood warming it up and making the
boat feel bigger The large side windows
also contribute to the open fecl. A porta
pott] head was installed in our boat but
an optional tradional head is available
A nice small galley counter with sink was
uprposie o siarpoard. More than enough
siorage space was evidenl in another
counter just forward of the head The
integrated table below decks hides the
centerboard and easily allows: easily five
tor eat comfortably. The wide v-berth for
ward is open and bright under the open
ing forward hatch. The vinyl headliner is
will done and neatly Tnstalled.

The aft bunk, with entry just aft of the
galley to starboard of the emry, is perfect
for the kids on boand

Obdoushy this boat needs ballast and
the system designed for the Edge is easy
o use. A lever focated on the transom
next to the engine allows water to enter

thie hull. An inspection port located at the
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bage ol the cabin sieps allowes vou 10 view
the water level as it enters and exis the
boat; fully loaded, the ballast adds 1,600
pounds of water maxing out the displace-
ment at 5,000 pounds. The water is easi-
Iv discharged under power using the
Veniuri effect that bs generated. Ohur sail-
ing conditions caused us to add a mini

i weight fior our esting

UNDER POWER

1 was bheen oty the boat under power
having seen the pictues of this boat rac
ing about. Flat waters dominated our test
day, though a few large power hoats gen-
crated the chop and sea conditions we
wanted. | was surprised how. stable the
hoat was; olwionsly the wide planing
il helped a lot | thousht tha the g
above would throw off some sability
issues, but there were none Our boar hasd
a 75 HP' E-Tech engine. more than
enough 1o drive this boat, get it on plane
quickly and more than enough tarque
allow vou 1o wow a sport tube or skier.
Controls and steering are easily accessed
from the cockpit pedestal
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ADVANTAGE

HUNTER

DO IT ALL!

theEDGE

an all-new, versatile
boat by Hunter

= SAIL - Designad by
sailors, thaEDGE sails
like o drefm. Raise the
mast in minates with an
ingeniows hoist system
and you ore ready for a
great sailing advonture,

* POWER - Propelied by
an aptinnal outhoard,
with i 1o 75 hp, iheEDGE
willl get up and go. & now
twist on wakeboarding!

*PLAY - thoEDGE may

ba the ultiimate boat. A

trallerable, beachabie,

sleep/ont ahaard, all-

around swatercrafl that

i# fun to ewn and easy o
=41 pperate. s the best of

sail and power!

See theEDGE at

Ouiet Waters Sailboats, Inc.
Waubsaushene, Bntario, T05-538-2343

vww, HUNTERMARINE. com
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IHUNTER EDGE

O bt had @ 75 8P E-Tech enging, more than énvogh
o dive T o, QT (O plie Qi and rmare B

e forgue fo abow pow fo fow @ sport ke o okies

Lifting the engine and dropping the sail-
ing nuclder down through the integrated
seat located behind the pedestal was an
easv ransiiien as o ocked ino position
with a simple rope cleat system. A stain-
less pin hokds the mudder in place when
motoring or lnching. | was delighted
tir see how easy the centerboand deploved
using a contral line that is controlled
with a jammer, A composite winch s
nearby aned can easily be used il needed
[he sailing conditions for many
would hive been a stretch, but | have
always felt lighter winds really allow you
o sense the boat and its inherent chara
er W lad, for the most parg, a0 wate
and breszes hiting 4 masimum of &
knotsin a good pufl. Honestly, | was hes-
itint how the steering would feel but |
was pleasantly surpnsed at how Hune
has been able w bakanee the twio steering
systerns. Especially i light conditions
stecring s tough at best, but the Fdge

seemed o each well when we loaded it
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Quiet Waters Sallboats, Inc.
wiwwsallbnatsales com

Boats K Fun
www boaterfun.com

A porta-porti head was imstadled in our boat byt an

anfianat iyl ead gkt

up in the few puffs we had. We ralled
along a1 3 knots bt this was no doubt
lowered because ol owr CXOCASIVE (Tew
weight and extra gear. My ke s we wisre
carrying an extra 150 kg than would nr-
mally be the case for a couple or family of
tour, | was impressed with the large roach
maingail amd jib and the boat's abiliny
perioom in the conditions we had, point
ing, reaching, ¢ Downwind, we strog
pled again, but it was due 1o the lgh
wind and extr weight we were carving
Overall T think Flomer has done 1t

again with a boat 1o build the speort - a

boat tor all measons. 10s filling the
niche that will allow more people 1o
EXPErience the boating lifestyle, Well

done, Hunier

Dayratlers, Pocked Crilisers, Mid-sire Keelbaats, Large
Cruvsers and Comire Cockpit modets afso avallable
wirwhintermarine.com
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