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Boar TesT

By John Kretschmer

SAILING - NOVEMBER 2005

Hunter 45CC

Comfort, sailability
and style mark a
new direction

snaking adong the docks

near the new Hunter 45CC
a this year's round of boat
shows. Trust me, be patient, this
is one boat you are going to
want to take aclose look at. The
crew at Hunter is excited about
their latest center cockpit cruis-
er. And for good reason, this
striking  design  continues
Hunter'srelentlesseffort to raise
the bar on quality and innova
tion while maintaining a com-
mitment to building boats peo-
ple can actually afford. | suspect
Hunter's competitors are not
quite as excited.

The 45CC replaces the pop-
ular 456 and early sdes clearly
indicate that thismodel isgoing
to pick up where the 456 left
off. Like dl Hunters, the 45CC
contains design inspiration by
company founder Warren

B e prepared for long lines

Luhrs. However, the boat has

(3

Glenn Henderson's finger-
prints all over it. Henderson is
Hunter’s director of engineer-
ing and chief designer.

“To design a center cockpit is
something of a chalenge
because of the location of the
cockpit,” he said. “We took a
long time playing with floor-
board height, theflow of the boat
fore and aft and the center of
gravity. If you look &t the 45CC
fromtheddeitishardtotdl it's
a center cockpit because it's so
seek and  streamlined”
Naturally Henderson is a tad
biased but | must admit his com-
ments are right on the mark.

In keeping with all his
designs, Henderson worked hard
to keep the overdl profile low.
The wraparound windshield and
soft deck contoursgivethe boat a
contemporary look and yet there
is something purposeful and
practical about the design that |
like. Likedl big Huntersthe boat
is comfortable, yet the 45CC is
designed and engineered for seri-
ous cruising and you can fed it
the moment you climb aboard.
We recently tested the boat in the
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The Hurl1ter 45CC takesa stylish-turn-as a replacement for
the popular 456, withrits sleek-look and well-thought-out
deck layout, adifficult-task-onsa-center-cockpiticruiSer.

Atlantic  waters  off St
Augustine, Florida. The condi-
tions were on the light side, till
the 45CC offered a surprising
turn of speed and when it was
time to return to the city marina
the boat nimbly dipped down
theinlet channel under main and
cruising spinnaker.

Thedetails

The hull is sensibly con-
structed with solid fiberglass
laminate from the waterline
south and balsacoring in thetop-
Sdes. Forward sectionsalso con-
tain Kevlar reinforcements for
srength and fracture resistance
in the advent of a collison. The
hull shape features a ked stub
with external lead balast exter-
naly fastened. This method of
congtruction serves to lower the
center of gravity and actualy
combinesthe best of both worlds
when it comesto theinterna vs.
externd ballast debate. The ked
stub provides asump areain the
bilge, while the externd ballast
offers advantages in a hard
grounding. Speaking of ground-
ing, Hunter’sdirector of offshore
testing, round-the-world sailor
Steve Pettingill, does just that
with every new modd. “I give
the people on the beach a
scare, when | repeatedly run
the boat aground. But we real-
ly do test these boats, we want
to see how everything holds
together in a real world situa-
tion,” Pettingill said.

A dtructura grid that pro-
vides hull gtiffness and interna
support is bonded to the hull
with Plexus, a powerful bond-
ing agent developed for the
aerospace industry that has
been nicknamed “fiberglass
fusion.” This grid forms the
basis for Hunter's completely
modular construction and the
process eliminates the need for
secondary bonds. Once the grid
islowered into place, thereisno
moving it. Yes, the dlignment is
critical. Hunter’s efficient con-
struction techniques have been
honed over the years and trans-
late into savings for the con-
sumer. The early days of modu-

LOA 44'3"; LWL 39'2"; Beam 14'6";
Draft 5 (shoal), 6'6” (deep);
Displacement 22,936 Ibs.;
Ballast 7,389 Ibs. (shoal), 7,237 Ibs.
(deep);

Sail Area 962 sq. ft. (standard),
883 sq. ft. (furling), 956 sq. ft. (furling
with vertical battens)

Base Boat Price $269,990

Hunter Marine
P.O. Box 1030, Route 441
Alachua, FL 32616-1030
(386) 462-3077
www.huntermarine.com

lar construction were not always
pretty, but Hunter's current
boats are extremely well engi-
neered. In addition, Hunter con-
tinues to upgrade the compo-
nents used in construction and
the 45CC includes fittings and
materials from Lewmar, Corian,
Edson, Harken, Selden, Yanmar
and ahost of other top manufac-
turers. Another standard feature
sailors will appreciate is a 360-
degree rubrail with a stainless
guard for those times when the
fenders are in the wrong spot
when coming aongside.

On deck

A well-designed cockpit is
critical in a center cockpit boat
smply because spaceis at apre-
mium. Our test boat was fitted
with afolding whedl that opened
up space without the need for
removing the whed from the
pedestal. The comfortable seats
are covered with Flex-teek,
Hunter's synthetic teak that
looks great, provides decent trac-
tion and requires no mainte-
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