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smooth and quiet, even
though conditions outside
were anything but. Later,
when we ran the 40-horse-
power Yanmar with a conven-
tional shaft at 2,500 rpm, the
noise level remained low.

Light and Airy Saloon
Upon entering the saloon, I
was struck by the awesome,
6-foot-10-inch headroom
and the light and airiness cre-
ated by the raised deck. Just
forward and to port of the
steps is the L-shaped galley.
Corian countertops (with an
inset waste bin and, to pro-
tect the dinette, a clear back-
splash with rounded edges)
are surrounded by high, in-
ward-curved fiddles, which
do double duty as grabrails as
you prepare meals and ap-
proach or descend the com-
panionway. These ergonomic
fiddles are found throughout
the boat along shelf edges
over settees and in the cabins.
In the galley, at the stove, a
harness will be needed, espe-

Fine sections forward and
powerful stern sections help
the Hunter 41 DS accelerate
well in sloppy conditions.

cially when on port tack.

The double sinks, posi-
tioned diagonally in the
angle of the L, would take
some getting used to while
washing up in a seaway. Aft
of them is a gimbaled two-
burner propane stove and
oven, with a microwave set
above, and a stainless-steel
front-loading fridge. The
pantry, with shelves and a
deep bin, is worthy of any
small home, and there’s in-
sole storage for cans and jars.
With two opening ports, a
hatch, and proximity to the
companionway, galley venti-
lation will be superb. For-
ward of the galley is the
dinette; all three seats could
serve as extra berths while on
passage, and the table, with
telescoping support, con-
verts to a double berth. A
vertical stainless-steel grab-
rail is conveniently located
between the galley counter
and the dinette.

The aft head/shower stall,
with two frosted opening
ports, is to starboard of the
companionway; just aft of it
is the door to the aft cabin,
with its athwartships queen
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We trust that you, too, will be as impressed as Nim Marsh

was, and we feel it appropriate that the Hunter 41 DS not only
earned the 2006 Cruising World award for Best Production
Cruiser 40 to 44 Feet but also earned the 2006 Cruising World

Overall Best Value award.
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berth, private entrance to the
head, Corian-topped vanity,
cedar-lined hanging locker,
and lots of drawers. With
two opening ports and a
hatch, cross-ventilation will
be excellent. The forward-
facing nav station, forward
of the head, has a radiused,
battened seat for comfort
and efficiency in a seaway, a
lift-top desk with more of
those seamanlike fiddles, and
a mahogany console on
which to mount remote in-
strument readouts. Opposite
the dinette is a full-sized
couch, with a large drawer
under and, on the boat we
sailed, a plasma-TV and
sound system over.

The forward cabin, with 6
feet 2 inches of headroom, has
a comfy double to port, with

fiddled shelves all around and
drawers under. To starboard is
another cedar hanging locker
and a Corian-topped vanity.
The head/shower is in the
peak and, thus, only usable on
a flat sea or in port.

I stepped off this Hunter
impressed. The 41 DS seems
to cover many bases and in-
cludes many details in an at-
tractive package that really
works. Apparently, Cruising
World’s 2006 Boat of the Year
judges also think the Hunter
Design Group is on the right
track: The 41 DS was voted
Best Production Cruiser 40 to
44 Feet (see “Crunching the
Numbers,” January 2006).

Also noted by the BOTY
judges was Hunter’s attention,
throughout the boat, to
American Boat & Yacht Coun-
cil (ABYC) specifications, an-
ticipating, in at least two
cases—carbon-monoxide and
smoke detectors—future
ABYC recommendations.
One judge, ABYC curriculum
designer and senior instructor
Ed Sherman, said, “I think the
build quality is much higher
in terms of fit and finish. It
certainly represents a lot of
bang for the buck.”

But for me, it was the
Hunter’s performance that
stood out, which I reiterated
to Henderson. “My primary
objectives were high stability,
boat speed, a good motion in
a seaway, and reactivity or re-
sponsiveness,” he replied.
“These four attributes make
up what is commonly known
as ‘performance.”

Nim Marsh is a Cruising World
contributing editor.
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