lreat White

Hunter

Attention to detail is only
one of the many pluses
of the new Hunter 45
Centre Cockpit, writes

Caroline Strainig.
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Big, roomy, white and glossy . . . the
Hunter 45 wouldn't be a modern
production boar if it didn’t sport these
features, but look a little deeper and
you'll find many more that make it
stand our from the crowd.

[nn its pre-publicity mega US
builder Hunter said this yachr was
developed from “volumes of customer
feedback”, and it shows. The attention
to derail is exceprional,

Rig and layout

Olkay, so it's a centre cockpit and
SOMe Centre cnckpits can look a birt
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angled and high enough o give some
lower back support. Two small lockers
in the cockpir’s afr side and rwo larger
ones on the afr deck cater for stowage,
The gas locker has room for two full-
sized borles and is set into the ourside
of the cockpit coaming to port. As an
optional exrra you can buy a seat-cum
stowage compartment thar can be
fixed on the aft end of the cockpir.

The washboards are a nifty one-
piece Plexiglass slide-up-and-down
number — much herter than the
il:1-'.!Hfi-.ili.":l—1uh1ri| "r'i“"l'i.':.'p' []l-'l.l :r'l.l'l.l |'|i|"!'l.'
to remove/replace every time you want
to go below when it's wer.

The Lewmar steering pedestal
has as standard a Plastimo compass,
H:ayln:ar'lm.' ST6aD log and STGO duplh—
sounder and clmp-]a.-af tahle abutting the
for'ard side. For a lintde extra you can
swap the fixed wheel for a folding one.
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tubby. But not this one. In fact, most
people probably wouldn't even nortice
it’s a centre cockpir ar first glance
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because of the sleek lines, low

and wraparound windshield.
Na surprises when it comes to the

overall hull shape: fine entry, flatrish
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bottom and beam drawn well aft. Just
about every production boar designer
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is going for the latter because of the
extra volume you can pack in,
The targa-type arch and backsray-

less B&R rig has p;lﬁsud the test
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« of time, so | won't dwell on 1t here
. except to say that the arch makes a

UPPOSITE PAGE: The :
trademark B&R rig makes a :
Huster easy lo spat a mile off. -

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT:

Bet you can't guess where the
test hoat lives? Under sail on
Sydney Harbeur;

Most purchasers opt for the
factory-made bimini;

Planty of roam in the saloon;

The stateroom has a centreline
bed, dressing table, seats and
hanging lockers and shelves.

There are twin pushpit seats and -
because it is a centre cockpit - a huge
afr deck.

The anchor locker is deep and
raising the pick easy courtesy of a
Simpson Laurence modified Sprint
1000 anchor windlass {400W). As
standard you get a 44lb Lewmar Delra
anchor with a combination cable
made from 40m of 8mm chain and
30m of rope. The twin bow rollers
have safety catches.

Side decks are wide and easy to
Iraverse rll“.] Fl |||." h“IH '-l.I"'I'l.IHd. .al.l.|-
steps lead down to a small swimming
platform, swimming ladder and a hot :
and cold shower. :

The only thing I wasn’t too surc of
was the toerail, which is a curved :
fi breglass lip rather than a straight-
sided metal scrip and consequently
gives less purchase.,

New Boats:
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great platform for the traveller.
The twin-spreader anodised Selden
mast has a full-roach barrened main

with lazyjacks and a solid boomvang.
The twin single-line reefing, sheers and
halyards are led aft to jammers and
winches on the cabin top and cockpit
coaming. Sails are by Doyle and the
genoa (110 percent) is on a Furlex
furler. The rigging winches are Lewmar
ST two-speed 40s and the genoa
winches Lewmar 5T rwo-speed 48s.
The cockpit is large for a centre
cockpit and the backs of the 1.9m-

]ng fore-afr sears are cnmﬂurmhl}'
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Hunter is famous for its huge owner
staterooms, and this boar is no
exception: huge queen-sized centreline
bed, dressing table, scats, hanging
lockers and drawers/shelves. The
adjacent head can only be accessed from
the stateroom and has a vanity and
"ﬂ.'l".l[i.l"." :'-.|:|l1'|.'l."i.'r. |'|1l |'||.J|I|:I.H'||.|| “l.!il.'l i|[|L|.
holding tank with macerator come as
standard, burt the test boar had the
oprional Quiet-Flush electric toiler thar
uses fresh water (minimal amount).
Adjacent to the passageway from
the stateroom to the saloon is a large
locker designed 1o take a combined
washing/drying machine.
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The saloon has an L-shaped sertee
to port with a table and straight settee
ro starboard. The table legs can be
removed and replaced with shorter legs
to turn the port settee into a large
berth. A small recrangular seat slides
out from under the table and locks into
the floor when extra seating is required.

The galley has Cortan countertops,
a twin-bowl sink, twin-burner propane
stove, microwave, front-opening 213L
fridge/freezer and 40L chest freezer.
Strapping yourself in should be
relatively easy given irs U-shape.

The nav station opposite has a
comfortable swivel chair covered in a
synthetic leather lookalike material
called Ultraleather. The inside arm can
be raised and then lowered once you're
sitting down to “lock” you into place.
The instrument panel is clearly labelled
and has a VHF radio as standard and
room for whatever other instruments
your heart desires and wallet can afford.

For'ard 1s the guest cabin, which
has a good-sized V-berth, sear and
hanging locker and a head with a
separate shower, The latter also comes
with a pumpout toiler and holding
tank with macerator as standard and a
Quiet-Flush an opuonal extra.

Both matrresses are innerspring and
the stateroom’s is designed to fold in
the middle to make it casy to lift up to
ACCCSS L”'l.f'{,." rmcat I] :

The electrical system comprises an
AGM Orbital 60-amp-hour start
barttery, two gel Prevailer 227-amp-
hour house batteries, an 80-amp
'.-t]l‘f.'l’l'l:;l[l.:r '.'ll'.l.f.'l ﬁ“'.-ll'l'll:} IT':][“"‘}"' L'I:'l'.'ll_gt'r-
You'd want to upgrade further for
liveaboard sailing.

- RIGHT: Among the galley

. leatures are a front-opening
: 2131 fridge/freezer and 40L
chest freezer.

BELOW: The nav station has a
* swivel chair covered in a
leather lookalike material.

Very comfy!

BELOW RIGHT: Gas hottles
stow i a locker set into the

port side of the cockpit

R

. and traditonal fluoros and reading

: lights. A nice touch are the small

+ courtesy lights sct into the cabin solc,
which make gerting rhar lare-night glass

of water an easy exercise. Safety-wise,
especially for the older folk, there is a

. is when wert before giving it an
unconditional tick.

. Mariner Package
You can ger most of the must-have

bur ['d like to see how slip-rfsistant it

one-level deck right from the for’ard
cabin to aft stateroom and it 1s casy
L !'l"l'.:lll-'f.l.l :-,’tHIT Wﬂ}' ﬂrnll"l-l Tl'lt' hl'.l.i-'lr

The companionway steps slide our .
to give access to the 75hp Yanmar—-a &

hI'IHFI'-drIH-'t' WII'I'E Thrl‘i‘-hl.‘ldt' FIIL‘I;'E prnp

optional extras in a special-value Mariner
Package, including in-mast furling,
electric halyard winch, bimini, AM/FM

: hanging onto something. Carbon-
monoxide detectors and a smoke

alarm are standard.

— and you can also access it from the
port side and aft cabin. There is room
for a generaror and Hunter has firred
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brackets with this in mind. : Stowage and ventilation throughout = ° g;iﬁﬂﬁf:;:&lfwum'
Warer capacity 1s 564L in three . is excellent, with dozens of cupboards 3 i

W flo i i T — _ i s +« B&R backstayless rig.

tanks, two of which are under the . and under-settee compartments an Water and fuel capacity.

saloon floor and one for’ard. The 288L
fuel tank is under the master berth.
(I'd leave the for’ard water tank empry
offshore if possible to keep the weight

ds L'I.'Ill[".ll a5 I_'l'i.!."i-:'ii..lf‘.llll.‘.} :

numerous harches and porrs.
Timberwork is a combination of
solid reak and reak veneer, comple-
mented by blue upholstery and soft
cream headliner. The high-gloss
synthetic imber floor looked good,
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+ Shaped fibreglass toerail.
* Lowish angle of vanishing stability.

TEL SRR T,

Lights are a combination of LEDs
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. SPECIFICATIONS

LN i o oA s s A3.72m
stereo in the cockpit, flat-panel 23-inch ¢ T ;;‘Eﬁ
TV with Bose sound system (TV is VGA E;a:;n h' A
mmpatih].;- 50 You can in r:-rfﬁu‘el.- it with : ESI-maI N 1.7
yvour E series :‘!1;1Tlfﬁh‘.‘.[lt'l’_l: Quiet-Flush : 11T T 1.98
heads, oven, top-loading freezer, - Displacement ........oocooieeceersvennrennn . 10,404kg
inverter, vertical bartens and a VHF Ballast:
remote at [ht‘ h‘."lr“- Aﬂﬂrht"r nPri{;naI Shoal -----.EEI:]F[Q
extra not in the Mariner Package but any S Dalﬁipltt o3 202K

s I S TG T ail area/displacement ratio:
sailor heading offshore would definitely : Slandardtranale s %4

want is the backup rudder, which you Furling triangle

CaAr f[g onwatcer i“ 411 i:.'l'.l']{.'l'gl'.'ﬂf}'. é UiﬁplﬂEEmEﬂmEﬂg‘th PR e E!.[IFB
- Ballast/displacement ratio ..o A

Performance Mast height (from waterline):

The Burcau of Mereorology had : Standard ... 1 1,48

Pr{}ﬂ'liﬁi_'d 15"’.2{-.:' [-i'.l'li]lfs* h'l.lt WE WOre Sa” ari;:‘rllnﬂ A Y e e """""""""""IH'?m

lucky ro ger 10. Regardless, the 45¢c¢ STANAAN oo 89,375

performed well and nothing stood ourt

e ; Furling
jarringly as a negarive.

Furling (wath vertical battens)....B8sgm

Bt.'iug a centre-c u.:kpir there’s not Headroom o eeserssesssmnesssonsses e eoeene g DB

so much boat in front of you as with an - Fuel capacity ... 2881
aft cockpit, which gives the illusion Water capacity EEHL
thar you are sailing a smaller and Holding tank capacity ... 1821
cagisr-tochandls oat: Water heater ... 421
Under sail we clocked up to 6.9 Engine i I5hp Yanmar shaft-drive

' : GE category........... A

knots at 40°T in six-eight knots of
wind. The boar tracked straight with
lictle wake, accelerated well our of a
['.[L'i"i.. .”1{| lll:.'r:: Wl 110 ||“[i.4.'{'JI.JJE'

Price .....cooee.....$514,000 for boat as tested.
The test boat is available at the discount rate
of $490,000.

DIStAbULOr ..ccovvnimssssirrnmsonss US Yachts Pty Ltd,
ph (02) 9281 4422, info@usyachts.com.au,
www.usyachts.com.au The range of new
Hunter yachts can be viewed in Darling

+;I1|d have rw-:{: gun c:;:x.v I'T._, the fﬂ:‘%‘n of Haibous n Svinay uind mcst can bs eher
Matr and Ed from distributor US tered through Sydney By Sail.

Yachts, who run Sydney By Sail in * L y
Darling Harbour.

Having the traveller high up on the
H.r':l'l FTL'l'd up [i]t’ C“L_kpi.l '.lf'l'l:l L':!I:'li“ “.]'i.’

weather helm. The sail pl;m worked
rfﬁrirnrhr One Or two up, allhnug]u Wi

the engine and one year on all parts
and fictings.

hull sides a combination of Coremart
Elld BEI.IL'!'[ {'l'll.'l.-'l__.!r-.li“ hﬂlh:l CLre.

t‘-ll.ill dtll.‘!t IesAnn lI:'I'.nll Fou arc It'."i-.'ei IILL‘I.} Lo Jll'-i lll[i]:.'-'li'.' !-'Il'lﬂ.‘gl.'.lbhi IJ}'L‘TE Are llﬁt‘d o
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trim it, which is fine if you're in cruising create a strap between ¢ h-.-iiupl;:.n:a, Summary

This is a good-looking, value-for-
maoney production boat ['d seriously
consider for enastal-hopping and
possibly even bluewater cruising once
I'd seen how it performed offshore. An
amazing 160 Hunter 45¢cs have been
sold since this model was launched in
the US last October — one heck of a

r Ilgi ng endorsement,

and the bow is reinforced with Kevlar.
Both rhe decp and shallow-draught
keels are of lead.

Stability-wise, the graph [ was
given showed an angle of vanishing
stability of 1092, which is low for
bluewarer cruising. However, this is

mode but might irfitate some gung-ho
racers who feel they constantly have ro
be doing somerthing (chill our, guys!).
Under motor we clocked 7.2 knots
ar 2600 RPM and noise was minimal.
Visibility for'ard was good and the
bimini {1}ptin:11;}| extra) has a clear in it
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based on the shallow keel and worst-
|ri'+£:-’.ih|t,* l{mding SCenario.

There is a ﬁ\-‘r-:l.-’r.ll‘ warranty on the
hull below the waterline, twao years on

@ CENTRE VERSUS AFT

Centre cockpits allow liveaboards a large, private well-lit cabin. They cop fewer greenies

that enables you to look up to see

mainsail trim and the wind-direction
indicator on the mast. There was no
dodger and in the light conditions ic did
not matter, bur you would obviously :
need to add one because the cockpitina
centre cockpit is higher and even less
sheltered than thar of an afe cockpir.
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into the cockpit, keep passengers farther from the sea and have better visibility from the
helm when motoring. Aft cockpits allow better nominal crew safety because all are always
in sight of the helmsman and better visibility generally.

Construction

Nothing unusual here. The hull 1s
solid glass below the waterline and
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